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REBECCA WAGONER
RECOVERY  Division CHIEF

Cal EMA Role in Disaster 
Assistance Programs
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California is Prone to Disasters
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Management System
Governor’s State of 

Emergency 
Proclamation 

Secretary’s 
Concurrence

Cal EMA Recommendation

Cal EMA Region

Operational Area             

Local Agency

Presidential 
Disaster  

Declaration 

Cal EMA Recovery Division Damage Assessment
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The California Disaster 
Assistance Act
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Implementation of CDAA

•Agency Secretary’s Concurrence with 
Local Proclamation of Emergency
•Governor’s State of Emergency 
Proclamation
•President’s Declaration of a Major 
Disaster or Emergency
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Public Assistance Funding 
•Funds are provided through site 
inspections, and the preparation of Project 
Worksheets 

•Federal funds are provided on a cost 
sharing basis

75% federal

18.75% state (for applicants eligible under state 
law)

6.25% local
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PA Eligibility
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Recent Disasters
Disaster Total Eligible Federal Paid State Share

2008 Fires $   45,453,411 $  34,090,059 $    7,031,155

2007 Fires $ 147,038,989 $ 111,387,565 $  15,389,255

2006 Storms $ 307,353,436 $ 190,917,487 $  54,796,387

2005 Storms $ 407,634,635 $ 308,862,210 $ 101,027,518

2003 Fires $ 153,744,126 $  116,458,916 $   12,032,549
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IA Recovery Programs

Small Business 
Administration (SBA)

U.S. Department of 
Agriculture (USDA)

Federal Emergency 
Management Agency  

(FEMA)
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Administration

Declarations
•Physical 
•Economic Injury Disaster Loan (EIDL)
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U.S. Department of 
Agriculture

•Farm Services Agency (FSA) Emergency Loan 
Program
•Quarantines
•Special Programs



Programs for Individuals
–– FEMAFEMA’’s Individuals and Household Programs Individuals and Household Program

•• Housing AssistanceHousing Assistance
•• Other Needs AssistanceOther Needs Assistance

State Supplemental Grant Program (SSGP)State Supplemental Grant Program (SSGP)

Small Business Administration (SBA) Small Business Administration (SBA) 
Disaster Loan Program for homeowners Disaster Loan Program for homeowners 
and renters for disasterand renters for disaster--damaged property.damaged property.

Grants

Loans
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Other State and Federal 
Assistance

Disaster Unemployment Assistance 
Crisis Counseling Programs
Local Assistance Centers
Voluntary Agencies and Long Term 
Recovery Committees
In-kind Donations via Aid Matrix 
Donations Management System
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Calif

Local Assistance Centers
• Locally managed
• Local/State/Federal partnership
• Centrally located
• Information, referrals, and services
• LAC setup and extraordinary costs eligible for 

reimbursement by CalEMA.
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y Hazard Mitigation

Elevation

Erosion Control

Drainage Improvement
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Hazard Mitigation Funding

•Hazard Mitigation Grant Program 
(HMGP)

•Pre-Disaster Mitigation (PDM)

•Flood Mitigation Assistance (FMA)



Ca
lif

or
ni

a 
E

m
er

ge
nc

y 
M

an
ag

em
en

t A
ge

nc
y

Hazard Mitigation Grant Program

•Disaster related
•Governmental agencies and certain   
private non-profit organizations
•All types of hazards
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Pre-Disaster Mitigation
•Annual Appropriation (Started in 2002)
•Nationwide Competition/e-Grant
•State and Local agencies, special districts
•All types of hazards
•Maximum of $3 million per project grant
•Maximum of $1 million per planning grant
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California Hazard Mitigation Web Portal
http://hazardmitigation.calema.ca.gov/

Cal EMA Website
www.calema.ca.gov

FEMA Website
www.fema.gov

Additional Resources
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State IA Officer – Karma Hackney

(916) 845-8141

State PA Officer – Michael Baldwin
(916) 845-8000

State HM Officer – Ken Worman 
(916) 845-8250


