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Remarks for DTV Conversion Countdown Press event

May 27, 2009

U.S. Rep. Lucille Roybal-Allard (CA-34)
Boyle Heights Technology Youth Center

“Welcome Secretary Locke to my 34th Congressional District, and thank you for joining us in the Boyle Heights community where I was born and reared. 
The fact that Secretary Locke has flown here from Washington, DC, is a testament to his commitment to make sure no one loses television reception when we transition to digital broadcasting on June 12th.
Persons using cable or satellite are already prepared for the transition and need not worry about losing their reception.  However, on June 12, to continue receiving television broadcasting, persons using antennas must have a converter box.

Given that each converter box can cost between $40 and $70, we are here to ensure every household knows it is entitled to receive two $40 discount coupons toward the purchase of two converter boxes.  This will reduce the cost of a converter box and we ask you to share this information with family and friends.  

For those who do not need their coupons I am also here to ask for your help.  And this is how you can be most helpful.

I am working with Secretary Locke and his staff to distribute coupons to persons who do not meet the guidelines based on where they live.  These are the people who live in single room occupancy buildings and other types of group homes who can least afford the cost of a converter box.   

Without the financial assistance of donated coupons they will lose their TV reception on June 12th. Therefore, if you don’t need your coupons I urge you to apply for them anyway and to donate them to an organization which will distribute them to this vulnerable population.  For example, my husband and I have ordered our coupons and we will be donating them to the Skid Row Housing Trust. 

To receive your coupons, please take advantage of the resources available to you today.  You can also order them online. 

Secretary Locke, I again thank you for being here today and for your commitment of service to our community and our nation.”  
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