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Who We AreWho We Are

is a public agency dedicated to is a public agency dedicated to 
supporting excellence in the arts, supporting excellence in the arts, 
both new and established; bringing both new and established; bringing 
the arts to all Americans; and the arts to all Americans; and 
providing leadership in arts providing leadership in arts 
education.education.

The National The National 
Endowment for the ArtsEndowment for the Arts



Who We AreWho We Are

awards more than $100 million awards more than $100 million 
each year to arts organizations of each year to arts organizations of 
all sizes in all 50 states and U.S. all sizes in all 50 states and U.S. 
territories.territories.

The National The National 
Endowment for the ArtsEndowment for the Arts



We SupportWe Support

•• ArtsArts

•• DanceDance

•• DesignDesign

•• Folk and          Folk and          

•• Literature Literature 

•• Local Arts  Local Arts  

•• Media ArtsMedia Arts

•• MuseumsMuseums

•• MusicMusic

•• MusicalMusical

•• OperaOpera

•• PresentingPresenting

•• Theater Theater 

•• Visual Arts Visual Arts 

EducationEducation

TraditionalTraditional

AgenciesAgencies
TheaterTheater

ArtsArts

(Film/Radio/TV)(Film/Radio/TV)



FellowshipsFellowships

Literature FellowshipsLiterature Fellowships
•• PoetryPoetry
•• Fiction and Creative NonfictionFiction and Creative Nonfiction
•• TranslationTranslation



State and Regional PartnershipsState and Regional Partnerships

•• 50 State Arts      50 State Arts      
AgenciesAgencies

•• 6 Territories and  6 Territories and  
JurisdictionsJurisdictions

•• 6 Regional Arts 6 Regional Arts 
OrganizationsOrganizations



Lifetime HonorsLifetime Honors

National Medal of ArtsNational Medal of Arts
The highest award given by the The highest award given by the 
president of the U.S. each year to president of the U.S. each year to 
artists, arts patrons, or arts artists, arts patrons, or arts 
organizations for lifetime organizations for lifetime 
achievementachievement



Lifetime HonorsLifetime Honors

National Medal of ArtsNational Medal of Arts

Recognize artistic excellence in the Recognize artistic excellence in the 
folk and traditional artsfolk and traditional arts

NEA National Heritage NEA National Heritage 
FellowshipsFellowships



Lifetime HonorsLifetime Honors

National Medal of ArtsNational Medal of Arts

NEA National Heritage NEA National Heritage 
FellowshipsFellowships

Recognize distinguished musicians Recognize distinguished musicians 
who have made a significant who have made a significant 
contribution to jazzcontribution to jazz

NEA Jazz MastersNEA Jazz Masters



Lifetime HonorsLifetime Honors

National Medal of ArtsNational Medal of Arts

NEA National Heritage NEA National Heritage 
FellowshipsFellowships

NEA Jazz MastersNEA Jazz Masters

Recognize extraordinary Recognize extraordinary 
contributions of creators, contributions of creators, 
performers, composers, and othersperformers, composers, and others

NEA Opera HonorsNEA Opera Honors



National InitiativesNational Initiatives

•• Model programs of indisputable artistic quality and meritModel programs of indisputable artistic quality and merit
•• Broad national reachBroad national reach
•• Conducted in partnership with other organizationsConducted in partnership with other organizations
•• Strong educational componentStrong educational component



Shakespeare in American CommunitiesShakespeare in American Communities

Largest tour of Shakespeare in Largest tour of Shakespeare in 
American historyAmerican history

More than 1.3 million audience More than 1.3 million audience 
members have attended members have attended 
performancesperformances

Shakespeare for a New GenerationShakespeare for a New Generation
77 theater companies have brought 77 theater companies have brought 
fullfull--scale productions and model scale productions and model 
education programs to students education programs to students 
nationwide.nationwide.

Toolkits are free of charge for teachers at Toolkits are free of charge for teachers at www.arts.govwww.arts.gov



NEA Jazz MastersNEA Jazz Masters

Since 1982, celebrating living legends Since 1982, celebrating living legends 
of Jazzof Jazz

NEA Jazz Masters AwardsNEA Jazz Masters Awards

Offering students a unique perspective Offering students a unique perspective 
on American historyon American history

NEA Jazz in the SchoolsNEA Jazz in the Schools



Poetry Out LoudPoetry Out Loud

High school students are High school students are 
encouraged to learn about encouraged to learn about 
and recite great poetryand recite great poetry

Contests are held in every Contests are held in every 
state capital and the state capital and the 
District of ColumbiaDistrict of Columbia

Program materials Program materials 
are available at are available at 
www.poetryoutloud.orgwww.poetryoutloud.org



American MasterpiecesAmerican Masterpieces

•• TouringTouring
•• Local presentationsLocal presentations
•• Arts educationArts education

American Masterpieces American Masterpieces 
acquaints Americans with acquaints Americans with 
the best of our artistic the best of our artistic 
legacylegacy

Components include:Components include:



An initiative designed to bring the An initiative designed to bring the 
transformative power of literature transformative power of literature 
into the lives of our nationinto the lives of our nation’’s citizenss citizens

www.neabigread.orgwww.neabigread.org

In partnership with the Institute of Museum In partnership with the Institute of Museum 
and Library Services and in cooperation with and Library Services and in cooperation with 
Arts MidwestArts Midwest

The Big ReadThe Big Read



Design InitiativesDesign Initiatives

The MayorsThe Mayors’’ Institute on City DesignInstitute on City Design

Your Town: The CitizensYour Town: The Citizens’’ Institute on Rural DesignInstitute on Rural Design

The GovernorsThe Governors’’ Institute on Community DesignInstitute on Community Design



Arts Journalism InstitutesArts Journalism Institutes

American Dance Festival at Duke UniversityAmerican Dance Festival at Duke University
DanceDance

Columbia UniversityColumbia University
Classical Music and OperaClassical Music and Opera

USC Annenberg School for CommunicationUSC Annenberg School for Communication
Theater and Musical TheaterTheater and Musical Theater



Research and AnalysisResearch and Analysis



Applying Applying 
For a GrantFor a Grant



Who May ApplyWho May Apply

•• Arts organizationsArts organizations

•• Arts service organizationsArts service organizations

•• Local arts agenciesLocal arts agencies

•• Official units of state or local         Official units of state or local         

•• School districtsSchool districts

•• Federally recognized tribalFederally recognized tribal

•• Other nonOther non--profit organizationsprofit organizations

governmentsgovernments

communities and tribescommunities and tribes



RequirementsRequirements

•• Nonprofit, taxNonprofit, tax--exempt 501(c)(3)exempt 501(c)(3)

•• ThreeThree--year history of programmingyear history of programming

•• OneOne--toto--one match for project budget*one match for project budget*

*With the exception of the one*With the exception of the one--time grant time grant 
opportunities associated with the American opportunities associated with the American 
Recovery and Reinvestment Act (ARRA)Recovery and Reinvestment Act (ARRA)



RequirementsRequirements

•• Meet reporting requirements Meet reporting requirements 
on any previous NEA awardson any previous NEA awards

•• Complete interim and final Complete interim and final 
reports on timereports on time



•• General operating or seasonal supportGeneral operating or seasonal support
•• IndividualsIndividuals
•• Individual schoolsIndividual schools
•• Facility construction, purchase, or renovationFacility construction, purchase, or renovation
•• Commercial, forCommercial, for--profit enterprisesprofit enterprises
•• Creation of new organizationsCreation of new organizations
•• Academic degreesAcademic degrees
•• ReRe--grantinggranting
•• Projects that supplant existing inProjects that supplant existing in--school arts school arts 

instructioninstruction

We Do Not FundWe Do Not Fund



Grants Review ProcessGrants Review Process
ADVISORY PANELADVISORY PANEL

•• Diverse artistic experienceDiverse artistic experience

•• Geographic representationGeographic representation

•• Gender and ethnic diversityGender and ethnic diversity

•• Rotation of panelistsRotation of panelists

•• Confidential deliberationsConfidential deliberations

•• ConflictConflict--free panelsfree panels

and expressionand expression



Grants Review ProcessGrants Review Process

Review Criteria:Review Criteria:
Artistic Excellence Artistic Excellence 
Artistic MeritArtistic Merit

Level 1: Panel

Level 2: National 
Council on the Arts

Level 3: Chairman 
of the NEA



Grants For Arts ProjectsGrants For Arts Projects

Step 1: Select your disciplineStep 1: Select your discipline

Step 2: Select a funding CategoryStep 2: Select a funding Category
•• Access to Artistic ExcellenceAccess to Artistic Excellence

•• Challenge America: Reaching Every Challenge America: Reaching Every 
Community FastCommunity Fast--Track Review Track Review 
GrantsGrants

•• Learning in the Arts for Children Learning in the Arts for Children 
and Youthand Youth



Access to Artistic ExcellenceAccess to Artistic Excellence

August 13 DeadlineAugust 13 Deadline
Projects Projects mustmust have a start date after June 1, have a start date after June 1, 

20102010

2010 Deadlines will be announced in the 2010 Deadlines will be announced in the 
coming monthscoming months

Grants range from $5,000Grants range from $5,000-- $150,000$150,000

Next 2009 Deadline: August 13, 2009



The next deadline will be in 2010.

Challenge AmericaChallenge America

Applicants are notified of awards Applicants are notified of awards 
within six monthswithin six months

Emphasis on underserved communitiesEmphasis on underserved communities

All grants are $10,000All grants are $10,000



The next deadline will be in 2010.

Learning in the Arts For Children and YouthLearning in the Arts For Children and Youth

All projects must include four All projects must include four 
components: experience, study, components: experience, study, 

performance, and assessmentperformance, and assessment

Grants range from $5,000Grants range from $5,000-- $150,000$150,000



2009 Deadline: September 3, 2009

The Arts on Radio and TelevisionThe Arts on Radio and Television

Projects make the arts widely available Projects make the arts widely available 
through nationally distributed radio through nationally distributed radio 
and television programsand television programs

Projects Projects mustmust have a start date after May have a start date after May 
1, 20101, 2010

Grants range from $10,000Grants range from $10,000-- $200,000$200,000



The American Recovery and Reinvestment Act (ARRA) 
provides $50 million to the NEA to be distributed in direct grants 
to fund arts projects and activities which preserve jobs in the 
nonprofit arts sector threatened by declines in philanthropic and 
other support during the current economic downturn. 

All NEA deadlines for ARRA grant applications have passed, 
but organizations may be eligible to apply to their regional arts 
organization, state arts agency, or local arts agencies that are
eligible subgrant funds.

ARRAARRA
AMERICAN RECOVERY AND REINVESTMENT ACTAMERICAN RECOVERY AND REINVESTMENT ACT



•• Western States Arts Federation, Western States Arts Federation, www.westaf.orgwww.westaf.org

Apply to CAC, and if your organization is eligible for ARRA fundApply to CAC, and if your organization is eligible for ARRA funds from WESTAF,   s from WESTAF,   
CAC will forward  your application to themCAC will forward  your application to them

WESTAF will not be doing its own application process.           WESTAF will not be doing its own application process.           
You must apply to CAC to be eligible with WESTAF.You must apply to CAC to be eligible with WESTAF.

ARRAARRA
AMERICAN RECOVERY AND REINVESTMENT ACTAMERICAN RECOVERY AND REINVESTMENT ACT
Opportunities for Arts Organizations in California

•• Designated Local Arts Agencies eligible to Designated Local Arts Agencies eligible to subgrantsubgrant fundsfunds

A list of local arts agencies eligible to A list of local arts agencies eligible to subgrantsubgrant funds will be available on the NEA funds will be available on the NEA 
website in early Julywebsite in early July

•• The California Arts Council, The California Arts Council, www.cac.ca.govwww.cac.ca.gov

Applications will be available July 20 for an August 21 deadlineApplications will be available July 20 for an August 21 deadline



About About Grants.govGrants.gov

•• Grants.govGrants.gov is an online, governmentis an online, government--wide electronic wide electronic 
application system.application system.

•• All applicants must complete registration.All applicants must complete registration.

•• An easyAn easy--toto--follow checklist is found at follow checklist is found at www.arts.govwww.arts.gov..

•• We advise applicants to submit applications at least We advise applicants to submit applications at least 
10 days 10 days beforebefore the deadline.the deadline.



Grants.gov Help Desk: 1-800-518-4726

Grants.govGrants.gov

Grants.govGrants.gov is mandatory for all categories.is mandatory for all categories.

Benefits of Benefits of Grants.govGrants.gov::
•• Receive eReceive e--mail alerts about new grant opportunitiesmail alerts about new grant opportunities
•• Check your application status and application historyCheck your application status and application history
•• Receive eReceive e--mail updates on the status of your applicationmail updates on the status of your application
•• You no longer need to send multiple paper copiesYou no longer need to send multiple paper copies



www.arts.govwww.arts.gov

Apply for   
a grant



www.arts.govwww.arts.gov



www.arts.govwww.arts.gov



ResourcesResources



Helpful HintsHelpful Hints

•• Read the NEA Grant GuidelinesRead the NEA Grant Guidelines
•• Flesh out the projectFlesh out the project
•• Review previously awarded grantsReview previously awarded grants
•• Decide appropriate category and deadline for the projectDecide appropriate category and deadline for the project
•• Contact discipline specialist or director for adviceContact discipline specialist or director for advice
•• DoubleDouble--check the math on the budgetcheck the math on the budget
•• Choose an appropriate work sampleChoose an appropriate work sample
•• Make note of the earliest project start dateMake note of the earliest project start date
•• Review the application checklistReview the application checklist
•• Do not send your application materials via U.S. mailDo not send your application materials via U.S. mail
•• Apply through Apply through Grants.govGrants.gov and and register earlyregister early



Contact InformationContact Information

www.arts.govwww.arts.gov

General Information: General Information: 
(202) 682(202) 682--54005400

Application Guidelines Application Guidelines 
Available OnlineAvailable Online


