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National Council Honors Rep. Lucille Roybal-Allard 
for Leadership on Behavioral Health Issues

(June 10, 2009) WASHINGTON, D.C.—The National Council for Community Behavioral Healthcare (National Council) today honored Congresswoman Lucille Roybal-Allard (CA-34) with its Legislator of the Year Award for her outstanding support of people with mental illnesses and addiction disorders.

Elected to Congress in 1992, Congresswoman Lucille Roybal-Allard is leading an initiative to designate persons with mental illnesses as a health disparities population and has recently introduced the GUIDE (Guidance, Understanding, and Information for Dual Eligibles) Act to help those with cognitive impairments navigate the Medicare Part D prescription drug program.

She has also authored several measures to improve the health of women and children, including the STOP (Sober Truth on Preventing) Underage Drinking Act.  The legislation, signed into law, coordinates all federal programs and research initiatives on underage drinking and funds a national media campaign to educate parents about its dangers. 
 “Congresswoman Roybal-Allard has worked tirelessly to raise awareness of the critical need for better coverage for mental health and addiction treatments in the United States,” said Linda Rosenberg, president and CEO of the National Council.

The award was given as some 350 members from 40 states were in Washington for the National Council’s Hill Day to add their voices to the healthcare reform debate. They met with their members of Congress to ask for the resources that people with mental illnesses and addiction disorders need to live full and productive lives.

Community mental health and addiction treatment organizations nationwide are experiencing a 20 percent surge in demand for services, according to a recent survey by the National Council. Demand is increasing and states are cutting funds — reducing services, closing programs and imposing hiring freezes. 

To prepare for a new era of healthcare accountability while attempting to stem the escalating mortality rates of people with serious mental illnesses, the National Council is pursuing four initiatives:

· Mental Health and Substance-Use Disorders Included in Benefit Packages: Mental health and substance abuse benefits must be part of any nationwide healthcare reform plan, with equitable insurance coverage for mental health and addiction disorders on par with other health conditions.
· “Federally Qualified” Behavioral Health Centers: Create a national standard of evidence-based treatment and supports for persons with mental illnesses and addiction disorders, with reimbursement based upon the cost of delivering services.

· Co-location of Primary Care in Community Behavioral Health Organizations: Enable persons with serious mental illness to benefit from one-stop, comprehensive care for behavioral and physical conditions under one roof. 

· HIT Funding: Ensure that community behavioral health organizations are eligible for any federal health information technology funding made available to help physicians, hospitals and community health centers adopt and use electronic health records. 

# # #

The National Council for Community Behavioral Healthcare is a not-for-profit, 501(c)(3) association of 1,600 behavioral healthcare organizations that provide treatment and rehabilitation for mental illnesses and addictions disorders to nearly six million adults, children and families in communities across the country. The National Council and its members bear testimony to the fact that medical, social, psychological and rehabilitation services offered in community settings help people with mental illnesses and addiction disorders recover and lead productive lives. 
