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Go For Broke National Education Center's 10th Anniversary Tribute & Luncheon 
Congresswoman Lucille Roybal-Allard (CA-34) Remarks

(Outside Ceremony)
Saturday, June 6, 2009
“Welcome to the 34th Congressional District.  It is a privilege to represent Little Tokyo in the U.S. House of Representatives. 

It is a pleasure to join you and the members of the Japanese American community on the occasion of the 10th Anniversary of the unveiling of the Go For Broke monument and the 20th anniversary celebration of the founding of the Go For Broke organization.
It is especially an honor to join all of you in paying tribute to the Nisei World War II veterans, who fought heroically to protect our freedoms and our Democratic way of life even as their families and friends at home were shamefully being denied those very freedoms.
I commend the Go For Broke National Education Center and the volunteers for helping with today’s special tribute.  The Center’s dedication to telling the story of our country’s WWII Japanese American veterans is a reflection of the pride all Americans share in their heroic service.  And the Centers commitment to telling their story to the world is a worthy symbol of how our Japanese American community places the utmost value on patriotism, honor, and service to community and country. 
Every American and all who visit our great nation should know the inspirational story of the 442nd Regimental Combat Team and the 100th Infantry Battalion, the most decorated combat unit for its size in U.S. military history.  

The Japanese American veterans we honor today, as with all our nation’s veterans, represent the very best of who we are as Americans.  What makes their story of honor and patriotism unique and compelling is that these pioneer soldiers were fighting the war abroad, as their families, incarcerated behind barbed wire, were fighting the war of discrimination and segregation at home.
This year’s theme, “For the Future,” is an appropriate reminder to all of us that the important accomplishments of Go For Broke today is the foundation upon which to build for tomorrow.

Your continued and critical support of Go For Broke will help it to fulfill its important mission to ensure the legacy of courage, honor, determination and loyalty, of the Nisei veterans, is never forgotten.  And the knowledge of the Japanese American experience during this tragic time in our country’s history will serve as a constant reminder to future generations of the tragic consequences of ignorance, racism, discrimination and injustice.


As many of you may know, I grew up in the unique Los Angeles community of Boyle Heights in the 40’s and 50’s.  At that time it was a wonderful diverse community of Mexican Americans, Russian and Armenian Americans, Jewish Americans, African Americans and Japanese Americans. 
My childhood experience, coupled with parents who taught my siblings and me about this shameful time in our country’s history, when they interned neighbors and friends, dragged them from their homes…and others who simply disappeared, instilled in me a deep and abiding respect for the Japanese American community, its culture, and its history.

It was therefore my distinct honor to secure nearly $100,000 in federal money to conduct teacher training workshops to help fulfill the Center’s mission of ensuring that present and future generations learn about the legacy and contributions of our Japanese American community and Nisei World War II veterans to pass on to future generations.
This year, it was a pleasure to partner with my colleague Congressman Adam Schiff to secure $4 million for the Educational Center which will be built on this very parking lot.  
Again, it is my distinct honor to join you today for this wonderful celebration and tribute to the service of our country’s brave Nisei WW II veterans and their families whose love of country triumphed over racism and intolerance to protect our country’s freedoms and American way of life.  We must never forget!

Thank you.”
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