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Health Care Equity Rally
Congresswoman Lucille Roybal-Allard’s Remarks
June 24, 2009
Freedom Plaza, Washington, D.C. 
“Good evening.  It’s a pleasure to join you for tonight’s, “Lighting the Night Healthcare Equity Rally.”  I see many friends and allies in the audience, and it  is always a pleasure to work with SEIU and their Partners. 
I’m honored to share the stage tonight with people who are working and fighting every day to make America a better place. 

As you know we are at a critical crossroad in the future of our nation’s health care system.  The path we choose will determine the state of America’s health for generations to come.
Your presence is a testament to the fact that you believe as I do that we must no longer be a nation that denies access to health care to 47 million Americans.
We can no longer be a nation that allows persistent disparities between ethnic and racial groups to result in diminished health status, preventable disease and premature death.

In a country that spends more money on health care than any other country in the world --- It is unconscionable that babies are being born prematurely to mothers who have not received adequate prenatal care.  

It is unacceptable that children are facing a lifetime of debilitating chronic disease because they lack access to public health interventions that could decrease the alarming epidemic of obesity in their communities.  

And it is deplorable that families are being forced to choose between critical medications and putting food on their tables.  To address these inequities in our health care system will take the combined efforts of all of us working together.

As Chair of the Congressional Hispanic Caucus Health Task Force, I can assure you the Caucus has been deeply engaged in the health reform debate.  

In May of this year, the CHC Convened over 30 national leaders in Hispanic Health to hear their views and to coordinate our message on the provisions of health reform that must be included to successfully eliminate health disparities in our Latino communities.  

In partnership with our Tri-Caucus colleagues we are introducing the HEALTH EQUITY and ACCOUNTABILITY ACT OF 2009 – a critically important piece of legislation that takes the issue of health disparity elimination beyond just coverage and cost.

Through multiple meetings with Congressional leaders and the Administration, the TRI CAUCUS continues to promote this agenda, united with you in our determination to ensure the provisions of the HEALTH EQUITY BILL are integrated throughout the final health reform legislation.

And just this morning the Tri Caucus and the Progressive Caucus gathered at a press conference to reiterate our determination to ensure a robust public insurance option is a centerpiece of reform.  But the voices of the Congressional Tri Caucus alone are not enough to guarantee that final health reform legislation will include the strong provisions needed to eliminate health disparities in this country.  

For we are up against some very powerful forces, whose self interests, do not necessarily have the best interests of our communities in mind.  Your voices must also be heard loud and clear. For it is your voices that carry the power to overcome our adversaries and pass Health Care Reform that truly will eliminate health disparities in our country.  That is why your presence in our nation’s capitol is so important.
The effort and sacrifice many of you made to be here sends a clear message to my colleagues that enough is enough.

In the wealthiest of countries, it is time to eliminate the disgraceful barriers that permit race and income to determine the health status of our families and our communities.  Tell them your personal story, or those of your friends and neighbors, who have suffered needlessly because they did not have a provider who understood their language or their concerns; who have faced unnecessary preventable illnesses because they did not receive the recommended preventive services; or whose lives are threatened because they can’t afford lifesaving medications and treatments critical to their wellbeing.  
While we are heartened by the strong language addressing Health Disparities contained in the Draft House Health Reform Bill, and encouraged by its inclusion of a public health option, it is critical for you to let Members of Congress know how strongly you believe that any Health Reform Bill must eliminate health disparities and provide meaningful competition through a robust public health option. 

Again thank you for being here.  I stand with you in our shared commitment to achieve a Nation free of health disparities, with quality health outcomes for all, regardless of ethnic, racial or cultural background.  For we all know that the only way to improve the health of ALL Americans is to enhance the health of EVERY American.”
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