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REMARKS by Congresswoman Lucille Roybal-Allard at the Silver Star Medal Presentation for Danny Hernandez, 10/03/09
“Good Morning. 

It is a pleasure to join our community and distinguished guests for the official presentation of the Silver Star to one of our very own, Danny Hernandez. 

When I got ready to come to this event this morning I told my husband that we were honoring Danny with the Silver Star. 

Just as Captain Latting said, Danny, as a Marine and with all of the other men and women that serve, their bravery is seen on the battlefield everyday as they put their lives in danger to save their fellow men and women.

I have known Danny for over 25 years.  
Until two years ago I knew him as a friend and a community leader who was committed to giving hope and opportunity to the underserved youth of Boyle Heights and the East Los Angeles Community.
Under Danny’s leadership, the Hollenbeck Youth Center has become a safe haven for our youth. 
Through quality after-school educational and recreational programs such as the Inner City Games, the Center offers a positive alternative to gang activity and violence. 
It was not until June of 2007 when my staff began the process needed for Danny to receive his long overdue medal, that I learned he was also one of our country’s unrecognized heroes of the Vietnam War.
Following a long and drawn out process on March 20, 2009, my office was notified by the Secretary of the Navy that Danny had been approved to receive the Silver Star Medal for his heroic actions in Vietnam on March 5, 1966.

It was indeed a privilege for my office to have been able to facilitate the process that helped Danny to receive this well deserved and long overdue recognition. 
But it is Retired Marine Corps Captain Jim Lupori who truly deserves the credit.  
As Danny’s Marine Platoon Commander in Vietnam it was he who brought Danny’s story to my attention and made it possible for my office to begin the necessary process.  
He is also responsible for helping to organize today’s ceremony.
Thank you Captain Lupori. Without your efforts and support today’s presentation would not have been possible. 
I also thank and welcome Major General John Kelly for being here to officially present the Silver Star Medal to Danny.  
Your presence makes today’s presentation very special.
Danny you have always been a hero to the youth of our Eastside community. 
Today you are officially recognized as a hero of our nation and as a role model of American patriotism and courage.  Congratulations!”
