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Introduction of the Health Equity and Accountability Act of 2009

“Thank you very much for joining us today.  

As my colleagues and friends have stated, the Health Equity and Accountability Act of 2009 is a critically important bill that takes the issue of health disparity beyond just coverage and cost.

To address this most critical public health challenge in our nation, our bill applies a comprehensive and sound public health approach to address the elimination of racial, ethnic and cultural health disparities.  

The Health Equity and Accountability Act of 2009 includes thoughtful provisions to provide border health grants; improve rural health care services; 
reduce HIV/AIDS and cancer among racial and ethnic minorities; and promote positive  health behaviors in women and children so that they may lead longer, healthier lives.
America’s health is at a critical juncture with persistent disparities between ethnic and racial groups contributing to our country’s diminished health status, the onset of preventable disease and premature death.

The future health of America as a whole will be influenced substantially by our success in improving the health of all minority groups.
A key component to achieving that goal is to have a public health approach that integrates prevention and wellness across all health care services. 

Prevention saves lives and improves health outcomes, leaving our families and communities stronger and more resilient.  It also has the potential to save our nation precious health care dollars.  
For example, Trust for America’s Health concluded that an investment of $10 per person per year in proven community-based disease prevention programs could yield a net savings of more than $2.8 billion annually in health care costs in one to 2 years.  That figure grows to $16 billion annually within 5 years. 

It is clear that prevention has not failed us; we have failed prevention.    

So, I join my colleagues in support of the preventive measures in this bill:  from expanding access – to prevention education – to ensuring equity in the quality of preventive care, and I am united with them in our determination to ensure that wherever applicable the elimination of health disparities is integrated into health reform legislation.
It is an honor to be a member of the TriCaucus and an original cosponsor of The Health Equity and Accountability Act of 2009.”  
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